
 
8TH ANNUAL LOS ANGELES GREEK FILM FESTIVAL ANNOUNCES WINNERS 

 
BEST FEATURE ORPHEUS AWARD  

MISS VIOLENCE (Directed by Alexandros Avranas) 
 

BEST DOCUMENTARY ORPHEUS AWARD 
CROSSED LIVES (Directed by Spyros Teskos) 

 
BEST SHORT FILM ORPHEUS AWARD 

RED HULK (Directed by Asimina Proedrou) 
 

SPECIAL JURY ORPHEUS AWARD – OPERA PRIMA –  
THE ETERNAL RETURN OF ANTONIS PARASKEVAS (Directed by Elina Psykou) 

 
AUDIENCE CHOICE ORPHEUS AWARD 

CROSSED LIVES (Directed by Spyros Teskos) 
 

SPECIAL JURY MENTION  
TRAVEL EXPRESS (Directed by Natassa Xydi) 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Los Angeles, CA (June 8, 2014)- The Asteria came out to play at the Closing Night Gala 
of the 8th Annual Los Angeles Greek Film Festival Sunday, June 8, with their annual 
Orpheus Awards Ceremony and Gala Reception at the Egyptian Theatre in Hollywood, 
CA.    

Following the screening of Yorgos Tsemberopoulos’ award-winning THE ENEMY 
WITHIN, hosts Banshee’s Christos Vasilopoulos and actress Chrissa Loukas took 
center stage to begin the closing night awards ceremony.   

The duo then introduced the troupe from Stella Adler who performed against a projected 
video graphically portraying the history of performance from the ancient times to 
modernity.  

Festival Co-Founder Ersi Danou and Director Aris Katopodis then took the stage to 
announce that this year has been the most successful in the history of the festival with a 
record 23 filmmakers attending the 5 days of films, forums and fun. 



Ersi Danou introduced the 5-member jury Variety Deputy Editor Peter Caranicas; 
award-winning writer and co-founder & CEO Emerald Peak Entertainment Larry 
Karaszewski (ED WOOD); Producer Christopher Kikis; International Sales & 
Acquisitions at Arclight Films Athena Nash; and Loyola Marymount’s Professor of 
Classics Dr. Katerina Zacharia who judged 28 Feature films, documentaries and shorts 
to select this year’s winners. 
 
Australian Actress Gia Carides presented the first award of the evening, Best Short 
Film, to RED HULK.  

Next up was the Best Documentary Award presented by QUANTUM OF SOLACE actor 
Simon Kassianides with the honor going to Spyros Teskos’ CROSSED LIVES. 

Actress Tracy Spiridakos (Revolution) presented the Best Feature Award to MISS 
VIOLENCE by Alexandros Avranas. 

Actor/comedian Angelo Tsarouchas (FRED & VINNIE) gave the Audience Choice 
Award kudos to Spyros Teskos’ CROSSED LIVES. 

International Project Discovery panelist Srdjan Stakic presented the Aegean Award and 
Mediterranean Film Institute (MFI) scholarship for IPDF to Marios Piperides’ comedy 
DETOUR. 

Fox head Jim Gianopulos and director James Gray then took center stage to present 
one of two special honors this year to 12 YEARS A SLAVE Oscar-winning producer 
Anthony Katagas. 

The second Honorary Award was presented to WHEN HARRY MET SALLY producer 
Steve Nicolaides by Koula Kazista. 

The awards were followed by a dinner reception in the Egyptian Courtyard with 
performances by Boston’s The Tripping Souls. 

The Awards ceremony was produced by producer/writer Dorothea Paschalidou and 
Greek actor Yorgos Karamihos. 

### 

ABOUT LAGFF the Los Angeles Greek Film Festival showcases new films from Greek 
filmmakers worldwide. Our foremost goal is to promote Greek cinema and cultural 
exchange while bridging the gap between Greek filmmakers and Hollywood. Orpheus 
Awards are given to the most outstanding new films in the dramatic, documentary and 
short film categories.   

ABOUT LAGFF SPONSORS The 2014 Los Angles Greek Film Festival is grateful for 
the support of numerous key sponsors, Including:   

LAGFF is proud to receive the support of Greek National Tourism Organization. 
Visitgreece.gr is the official tourism web site for Greece, run by the Greek National 



Tourism Organization, where you’ll find information on the main tourist destinations, 
such as cities, beaches, as well as activities, events and much more! 
(link:http://www.visitgreece.gr/)   

We are very proud to once again welcome the Pabst Brewing Company and the 
Metropoulos Family as a Platinum Patron of Los Angeles Greek Film Festival 2014. 
Pabst Brewing Company is an award- winning American company that was founded in 
1844. It brews over two dozen brands of beer, including the much-loved Pabst Blue 
Ribbon (PBR). The Company supports several community events and worthy 
organizations. This year, it presented LAGFF’s most high profile event, Closing Night 
and the Orpheus Awards. 

Today, Hostess Brands, LLC, continues to delight snack fans everywhere with a variety 
of new and classic treats like Ding Dongs®, Ho Hos®, Donettes® and Fruit Pies. They 
make the original creme-filled cakes that so many consider an irreplaceable part of 
American life.   

Silver Patrons  

LAGFF is proud to welcome back G.P. Kolovos & Associates and the Kolovos Family, a 
longstanding sponsor since the Festival's inception.   

Earth Friendly Products is the leader in the development and production of 
environmentally friendly cleaning supplies for household and commercial use, with over 
150 products manufactured, distributed, and sold in the USA, Canada, Europe, South 
America, and Asia. All Earth Friendly Products are created with only replenish able and 
sustainable plant-based ingredients that are safe for people, pets, and the planet. The 
Company proudly adheres to its strict “Freedom Code”, a list of harmful and toxic 
ingredients that are not found in any its products.   

Earth Friendly Products has proudly received the 2010 GEELA Award for Sustainable 
Business Practices, 2009 Green PatriotTM Green 100TM Designation and the 
Champion level recognition from the US EPA, through the Design for the Environment 
(DfE) Program’s Safer Detergents Stewardship Initiative. The company’s solar division, 
Progressive Power Group, is just another example of how Earth Friendly Products is a 
sustainable business leader.   

Other Festival sponsors include: American Hellenic Council, Cinemax®, Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association, Hellenic American Medical and Dental Society of Southern 
California, West Coast Investors, Astro Burger, Hellenic University Club, and more. The 
Festival receives a grant from ELMA, an organization dedicated to promoting European 
Cinema in America; Media Sponsors include Greek Reporter, the Immigrant Magazine, 
KPFK, Mega Cosmos, Tolucan Times. 

 
 


